Email sent 3 July 2006:

Subject:  Call for SIM chemical metrology CMCs for review in Cycle VIII by 25 August 2006

Dear Colleagues:

This "Call for SIM Chemical Metrology CMCs for review in Cycle VIII" is being sent to you on behalf of Willie May, Chair of the SIM Chemical Metrology Working Group.  

Following is the schedule for regional review of Cycle VIII CMCs in the chemical measurement area as proposed for inclusion in the CIPM MRA Appendix C Calibration and Measurement Capability  (CMC) Declarations for Chemical Measurements.

If you have interest in submitting CMCs for review, please do so by 25 August 2006 using the attached template.  Remember that CMCs can be submitted only by NMI's or their Officially Designated Institutes. 

Schedule for SIM Cycle VIII CMCs for Chemical Measurements: 

25 August 2006:  Due date for submission of proposed chemical measurement CMC claims for Cycle VIII review to Willie May (willie.may@nist.gov) with a cc to reenie.parris @nist.gov 

29 August 2006:  Proposed CMCs received will be distributed to initiate regional review 

19 September 2006:  Meeting for Regional Review of SIM Chemical Measurement CMCs for Cycle VIII to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil following the SIM General Assembly 

 Subsequent email communications and/or telephone conference calls as needed to deal with any Cycle VIII open issues from the review meeting 

NOTE that the submission schedule has been changed and CMCs in the chemistry area are now due in August.  As previously agreed, the submission date has been moved forward to allow NMIs to provide additional information requested from SIM Review, etc. before the CMCs coded as OKAY get forwarded to the CCQM KCWG in February of the following year. The new schedule also will enable the SIM QS Task Force to prepare needed Quality System Review information required for submitted CMCs before they can be posted on the JCRB website.There still will be one cycle per year for the chemistry CMCs

Your submissions can include new proposed CMCs (including any previously coded by SIM as Under Review if you want them reconsidered with additional information) and revisions of CMCs already published.  

Submission Format: CMCs should be submitted in an EXCEL workbook (one workbook per country).  CMCs for each major Measurement Service Category should be grouped in a separate worksheet within this Excel workbook where each sheet should be named as:   CC_CatNumber, e.g., MX_06 

Be sure to complete “Date”  on each sheet; this date should be updated on any submitted revisions.  Be sure to: 

· Translate all words into English. 

· Avoid use of excess number of significant figures in the Dissemination Range entries and the associated Expanded Uncertainties 

· Complete one row of fields for each CMC declaration. 

· Each CMC declaration should “stand alone”, I.e., complete needed fields for each CMC. 

· Do not add footnotes.  Use the specified “Comments” field for additional information. 

· Use current template and do not modify content of field headings, insert additional columns or headings, etc. 

· Do not merge any cells. 

· Do not insert "blank rows" 

· Do not color cells unless required as for noting a published CMC to be deleted 

· Do not imbed returns, spaces or tabs in a single cell to force word wrapping. 

· “Use only the native Microsoft Symbol font” was original “rule” but have found it is best to writeout symbol in many cases, especially for “micro” as in microg instead of using µg – have had a number of cases where µ became “m” – leading to confusion when reviewing/publishing of a CMC. 

· Do not use ± in the range or uncertainty fields. 

· Use the 'dot/period' as a decimal separator rather than a 'comma' 

· Try to avoid exponents, but if they are needed, convert from Y x 10-XX to YE-XX. 

In the case where more than one Measurement Service Category may apply to a given CMC, the CMC will be repeated (verbatim) in each applicable category.

For additional requirements as to formation and further information, please refer to the following documents that are included on the SIM CMWG website under "Resources/Information for Formulation and Review of Chemical Measurement CMCs for CIPM MRA "  (Website URL:  http://www.cstl.nist.gov/sim_cmwg_activities.html ) 

Current Template for submission of CMCs to SIM 

Chemical CMC Formulation Guidelines with detailed information and instructions on completing/formatting the template

Procedure for Modifying CMCs Already in Appendix C   with JCRB requirements for changes to CMCs already published

Please contact us if you have questions:

Reenie

Reenie Parris

National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

Chemical Science and Technology Laboratory (CSTL)

ACSL Bldg. (227), Room A323

100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8300

Gaithersburg, MD  20899-8300

Ph: +301-975-3103

Fax: +301-975-3845 

mailto:reenie.parris@nist.gov
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